
University of Pittsburgh REU Program 
Lunchtime Ethics Discussion 
 
Welcome to Pitt! 
We will spend some time together on Monday, June 9, 2003, discussing ethics, especially ethics 
in science and ethics in school.  Society puts enormous trust in scientists.  This is reflected in 
many ways: scientists are well paid, receive significant opportunities to carry out independent 
research (i.e., money to spend on research), institutions such as corporations, hospitals and the 
federal government rely on us continuously for new ideas, thoughtful criticism, better ways of 
doing things.  It is absolutely crucial to repay that trust with scrupulous attention to doing the 
right thing.  Figuring out what is ‘the right thing’ is the challenge of ethics.  This brief session is 
our way of showing you this interesting world. 
 
 There is a lot of information on the Web on scientific ethics. One of the best sites is at 
Case Western Reserve University: http://www.onlineethics.org/index.html 
 
 Case studies are an effective way to dig into ethical questions.  We will go over a couple 
of them on Monday.  Before you arrive to the lunchtime meeting on Monday, please read the 
attached document prepared by Prof. Berbeau at Minnesota.  Her point is simple: in most 
situations, the ethical decision is a no-brainer, e.g., “Should I help this poor fellow regain his 
balance, or should I grab his wallet, knock him down, and run?”  The interesting questions, 
however, require that you reason through the situation with several things in mind, assessing in 
the end what is best for the largest number in the long run.  That idea is developed in the attached 
essay.  Again, please read it before you arrive at the meeting on Monday.  
 















 


